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PURCHASES FOR INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 
LET~~ER 
FHOM 
THE SECRETARY OF rrHE INTERIOR, 
'l'RANSMITI'ING 
Statement from the office of the Commissioner of Indian A:ffairs of p~tr­
chases exceeding in amount $500 made in open market, without adver-
tisement, from February 1, 1884, to June 30, 1884:. 
DECEMBER 8, 1884.-Referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Interior De-
partment and ordered toLe printed. 
DEPARTMENT OF 'l'HE INTERIOR, 
Washington, December 4, 1884. 
SIR: Section 3 of the act approved July 4, 1884 (Pamphlet Ed. Stats., 
p. 96) provides-
That no purchase of supplies for which appropriations are herein made exceeding 
in the aggregate $500 in value at any one time shall be made without :first giving 
at least three weeks' public notice by advertisement, except in cases of exigency, 
when, in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior, who shall make official record 
of the facts constituting the exigency, and shall report the same to Congress at its 
next session, he may direct that purchases may be made in open market in amount 
not exceeding $3,000. 
In accordance with the foregoing provision of the act noted, I have 
the honor to transmit herewith a statement of such open-market ex-
penditures for the Indian service authorized by this Department from 
February 1 to June 30, 1884, the end of the fiscal year, together with 
copy of letter of 2d instant from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
transmitting said statement to this Department. 
A statement showing the open-market purchases in excess of $500 
by the Indian Office up to February 1, 1884, was submitted to you by 
this Department under date of February 15 last. 
Very respectfully, 
H. M. TELI.1ER, 
Sem·etary. 
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
2 PURCHASES FOR INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 
DEP AR'l'MENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
0FFIOE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, December 2, 1884. 
SIR: In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 
25th ultimo, I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement of the 
open-market purchases authorized by you during the fiscal year 1884, 
from February 1 to Jnne 30, inclusive, in excess of $500, with a brief 
statement of" the facts constituting the eontingency" on which each of 
the purchases was authorized. · 
Very respectfully, 
The Hon. SECRE'l'.ARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
H. PRICE, 
Oommi.ssiO?wr. 
Statement of authot·ities granted by the honorable Secreta1·y of the Tnte1:io1· for open-market p11rchases in excess of $500 for Indian goods and suppliesfo?· the 
fiscal yem·1884. From Februa1·y 1 to June 30, 1884, inclusive. 
Date of au- I Amount 
thority. authorized. Agency or school. Object of authority. Exigency under which authority was granted. 
June 30, 1884 
Mar. 12, 1884 
Mar. 13, 1884 
June 9,1884 
June 12, 1884 
..:\.pr. 19, 1884-
May 17,1884 
June 9, 1884 
Mar. 8,1884 
Apr. 9, 1884 
.-\ pr. 15, 1884 
May 22,1884 
May 29, 1884 
April 1, 1884 
May 19,1884 
Feb. 7, 1884 
Feb. 21, 1884 
Mar. 5, 1884 ~ 
Mar. 8, 1884 5 
June 11, 1884 
Feb. 23, 188 ~ 1 
Feb. 6, 1884 
Mar. 11, 1884 1 
Apr. 23, 1884 
.Apr. 21, 1884 
June 2, 1884 1 
Feb. 19. 1884 I 
Mar. 15, 1884 
Mar. 17,1884 1 
Mar. 6, 18r"4 ., 




Mar. 19, 1884 
Mar. 19, 1884 
Mar. 26, 1884 
Purchase of-
Carlisle school .•...•• Lumber, &c., for necessary improvement I Required for necessary improvements. No time to adver-
and repairs. tise before end of fiscal year. 
1,104 00 Chilocco school ....................... Mules, harness, and plows.................... Required for immediate use. 
1, 700 00 ..•... do ............................... Sundry supplies .............................. Required at once, for equipment of school. 
1, 400 00 ..•••. do ............................... Fence wire and posts ........................ , Required at once, to inclose cattle. 
$2,900 00 
842 65 ...... do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mater~ a! f:or winrl-mill ~n~ tank............... N ece~sary to avail of b:;tlance fu~ds <_m band for fiscal year. 
~: ~~~ ~~ _ ?_r_~',"d-!~~~~!. ·. ~ ·_ ·. ·. · ·. ·. ·. ~ ~ ~: ~: ~: ·:: _:: .. ~~~~d~a~ ~~-~-. ~~-~~~~'. ~~~~~~~~s. ~ ~ ~::::: ~ ~ ~::::: [ Requ-JI~.d at once. Ind1ans movmg from old agency. 
3
' g~~ g~ · Q~l~~~d~ Ri~~~-Ag~~~;;(·Y~~·a·~~h~~ij. · M~t~~fai f~~-b~iidi~i£ ~~~~~1~ -~~d- ~~ppii·e·s·:::: j Scho~~eeded as eady as possible. 
1, 340 00 Dev1l·s Lake Agency........... . ..... Stal11on, and two thrashmg machmes ........ I Reqlilred at once. 
1, 010 00 ...... do ............................... Pork, and platform scales.................... Do. 
U~ ll ~.~,y.~;~i.~.L::- ::: :::_::: if~!J~:ii:~~~;·~'-: :: :~::::: -::: i i~ -
950 75 1 Fort Peck Agency.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seed-potatoes, corn, &c....................... Required at once for spring planting. 
1, 050 00 ...... do .............................. Wood ........... . ............................. 1 Can be purchased cheaper than in the spring. No funds 
applicable for advertising. 
1, 620 00 1-- ... do . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . .. . Beef, bacon, &c.... . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . .. .. .. Required at once~ to relieve starving Indians. 
700 00 Fort Peck Agency (school) ........... Engine, pump, &c........ . ....... ............ Required at once. 
1, 000 00 Fort Belknap Agency................ Subsistence supplies ......................... 1 Required at once to relieve starving Indians. 
1, 000 00 Green Bay Agency (school) .......... 1 Furniture for new school-building ............ Required at once. 
1,131 00 G~noa, Nebr. (school) ................ Farm implements, horses, mules, &c ......... Required at once. No funds applicable for advertising. 
2, 800 00 ...... do . : ...................... .. .. -- ~ Material,_ &c., for launury building . . . . . . . . I Req:dred imm~diatelfr for use <?f. school. 
1, 500 00 Klamath Agency .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. .. .. Ten stalhons . .. . ................ .. . . . . . . . . . . . No funds apphcable or advertism.!r. 
513 50 Mescalero Agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Supplies and milch cows....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Required before end of fiscal year. No time for advert.ising. 
1, 000 00 Nevada A.gency ...................... Flour and beef . ........................... · .... Required at once. Nofnnds applicable for advertising. 
2, 154 00 Navajo Agency ....................... ·wagons, harness, and agriculturalimplements No funds applicable for advertising. 
600 00 Navajo A_gency (school) .............. Horses . . . . . ... .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . .. Do. 
3, 000 00 Osage Agency ....................... Stock cattle, for Kaws............ .... .. ...... Do. 
941 00 Nisquall_y and S'Kokomish Agency... Sundry supplies for schools ................... 
1 
Required before end of fiscal year. 
915 75 · Ponca, Pawnell, and Otoe Agency.... Sbing1es, doors, windows, nails, and fence- No funds applicaule for advertising. 
750 00 wire for Poucas. 
.. . . . . do . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . Three spans horses for Poncas ............. .. 
2, 100 00 ...... do . .. .. . .. . . .. . . . • . . . . .. .. . . .. .. Portable saw-mill for Pawnees ............. .. 
630 00 Pine Ridge Agency. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Range, laundry stove, and sand oven ........ . 
2, 623 15 .••••• do ............................... Wagons, machinery, &c ..................... . 
600 00 ...... do .. . . • . . .. .. . . .. . . . • .. . . . . . . . • . . Ten half-spring wagons .................... . 
Needed immediately. No funds applicable for advertising . 

































Statement of autho1'itie8 gmnted by the honorable Secre~ary of the Interi01·, 9·c.-Continued. 
Date of au- \ .Amount 
thority. authorized. .Agency or school. Object of authority. Exigency under which authority was granted . 
Feb. 7,1884 
Feb. 18, 1884 1 
Feb. 20, 1884 
.Apr. 29, 18!l4 ~ 
June 17,1884 S 
l<~eb. 8, 1884 
June 27, 1884 
May 14,1884 1 
.Apr. 26, 1884 
May 13,1884 
June 12, 1884 
.Apr. 25, 1884 
]'eb. 27, 1884 
Feu. 29, 1884 
M:K. 24, 1884 
Mar. 29, 1884 
Mar. 31, 1884 
.Apr. 4, 18!l4 




June !J, 1884 
$69!! 00 I Rosebud .Agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seed-potatoes, corn and oats, and garden seeds. , Required immediatPly for spring planting. · 
1, 300 00 ...... do .............................. Two stallions and one jack................... No funds applicable for advertisin~. 
1, 691 25 ...... do .............................. Fence-wire and staples ....................... RAqnired at once. No funds applicable for advertiRing. 
840 00 1
1 
... . _.do . _. __ ......... _ ....... _ . . ... _.. Four horses ....... _ .. _ ........ ____ . ___ ...... ·1 { Rb1di~~~dftfonnc~f ~7~~~8~0 death of seYeral on hand and 
1, 400 00 Standing Rock .Agency . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. Seed-potatoes, corn, and oats, and ten tons bay. N" o funds applicable for advertising. 
1, 875 00 . . do ...... ... ...................... 50,000 pounds flour anrl3,000 pounds sugar .... Required at once. 
!• 100 00 I Santee .Agency . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . . . .. .. . Ame!·ican horses fo_r Poncas ................ . 
1 
]{equ~red at once for spring plowing, &c. 
2, 500 00 Shoshone Agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Subsistence, supplws, seeds, &c . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reqmrerl at once . 
600 00 White Earth .Agf'ncy ......... ... .... Work-ox6'n for Red Lake Indians ........... No funds applicable for advertising. 
1, 000 00 ... ... do .................. .... ....... I ]'urniture for '\Vhite Earth school-building ... \ Required bcf(lre end of fiscal year. No funds applicable 
I 
1 . • for advortisi~g. . . 
3, 000 00 Yankton .Agency ..................... Work-oxen, yokes, and chams ................ j No funds applicable for advertism~ . 
1, 165 45 Haskell Institute ...••••............ -I Mules, agricultural implements, seeds, &c . . . . Needed at once to commence farmmg operations on sehool 
1 1 farm. 
1, 55G 00 ...... do ............................... Stock cattlfl, swine, and fowls ................. No funclii for advertising. • 
2, 66d 95 1· ..... do .............................. · I Farm barn, hors~ barn, and two outhouses.... No fn_nds applicable for adverti~ing. 
3, 000 00 ...... do ......... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Goods and supphes .......................... ·1 Req mred at once to open school. 
1, 100 00 
1 
.... uo ............................ ·I Posts, _lnm ber, nails, an?- fe~ce-wire........... ~equired at on~e ~o inclos_e stock. _ . 
2, 692 18 ...... do . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. . .. . . . . .. . Matenal, &c., for dormitories ... ........... _.. To complete bmldmgs whiCh had been ad' ert.Isod and con-. I tracted for, in which contract this work was not included. 
3, 000 00 ...... do ............................... Goods and supplies ........................... Required at once to open school. 
~: ~~~ ~~ I ::::::~~ ::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::: . 8't{pp1i~s:i~~~~~; &~: ::::::::.:::::::::::::::: Neces~~-:v ~o complete lm_il~ing before ?peni~g. school. 
1, 500 00 ...... do . . . .. . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . . .. . .. . Sundry snpphes .. _........................... Too short time for ad verhsmg before cwse of fiscal year. 
6, 228 00 1-.. - •• do - .. . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. Boilers, pipes, &c., for heating apparatus...... No time to advertise and euter into contract before end of 
fiscal year, when the money would lapse into the Treasury. 
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